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ECF MEMBERSHIP UPDATE AND GUIDELINES

After some considerable deliberation, delay and uncertainty, Merseyside Chess Association (MCA) are pleased to announce that we have received confirmation from the English Chess Federation (ECF) that we are now registered as a Membership Organisation (MO), so that Chess players in Merseyside may become Direct Basic members of the ECF through our membership scheme.

1.
BACKGROUND

The MCA Committee agreed at its last committee meeting to establish a Direct MO Registration Scheme 

once it became clear that the Northern Counties Chess Union NMS scheme would no longer provide ECF affiliation. 

MCA Competition rules require that all players (other than those occasional players who will play four games or less in a season) have ECF affiliation though a membership scheme or through Direct membership.  Now that we have achieved MO registration, this enables all MCA club members to join the ECF through the MCA scheme, and the MCA Committee hope that all players will now register for it..

However, due to the protracted delays we recognise that some members have already joined the NMS scheme.  The Committee have decided that for this year only, in view of the delays, it would be unreasonable to now insist that those members who have already joined the NMS should pay the ECF registration fee of £10.00 on top of the NMS fee.  Those members who have registered with the NMS will be expected to ensure that their ECF Game Fee is paid for all MCA games.  We understand that it is the intention of the NMS to pay this directly to the ECF for all games (including those played under the MCA umbrella).

Unless you are already a NMS member, or already have ECF membership, all other club members should pay the £10.00 ECF registration fee for 2006/07 at their very earliest convenience.

2. MCA RULES 


In respect of the MCA rule which states that all club members must have paid their registration fee before they have played 5 MCA games, ordinarily, once a player has competed in 4 games then s/he would be barred from playing any more until ECF registration was confirmed. 

Clearly, that is unworkable for this season again due to the untimely delay. 

Consequently, and again for season 2006/07 only, the MCA Committee is allowing club members to continue to play beyond 4 games on the understanding that they both intend to and will so register with the ECF in accordance with the process outlined below. Clearly, this is an act of good faith on the part of the Committee and is dependent upon the good cooperation of the MCA membership.

3.
ECF MEMBERSHIP PROCESS

The secretary of each club will receive the following:-

1.
A copy of the agreement between the MCA and the ECF

2. An application form that each club member must complete and sign
(NMS registered players and club members who have already joined the ECF as Direct Members
 are exempted).

3. A print-out extract from the ECF grading web-site listing those members with a current grade 
who have previously played for the club.

4. A Club Summary Membership form to identify all its members and provide evidence of each member either having:-


a.
Completed the ECF Application Form


b.
a NMS registration No. for 2006/07

c. an ECF direct membership No. for 2006/07

5. The MCA Treasurer (Ralph Stuttard) will also provide each club secretary with their MCA League fees invoice in the usual way.  Fees have been set at the level of £6 per board.


The secretary of each club should collect the completed signed ECF application forms from each of its members, and send these together with the completed club summary form and a cheque made out to the MCA to cover ECF registration (eg 30 Adult applicants @ £10  = £300) to myself at her/his earliest convenience but in any event by no later than Monday 11th December 2006.

On receipt of the forms and the registration fees the MCA will pass all processed forms to the ECF together 

with a cheque from the MCA Treasurer to the ECF for the full total collected.

4. JOINING THE ECF MEMBERSHIP SCHEME AFTER THE INITIAL SIGN-UP PERIOD


Sign up forms for any player who subsequently joins a club should be processed and forwarded with payment to myself at that stage. .

A sub-committee comprising of myself, Dave Farley, Jim Moran and Dave Pearcey has been set up to consider proposals for 2007/08 and beyond.

If you wish to discuss any aspect of the MCA membership scheme, please contact myself or one of the

other sub-committee members.

Yours faithfully

Jim Wiseman

MCA President 

 

